
Tranquil rose
                                            Hotel Boat Holidays



What is a hotel boat holiday?
Hotel boats have been cruising the canals and rivers of england for over sixty years, but are one of the 
best-kept secrets of the waterways. if you are one of the many people who have not yet discovered the 
unique type of holiday we offer, a brief explanation is in order. The hotel boat cruises each day, exploring 
some of the finest unspoilt english countryside. all your meals are freshly prepared and cooked on board 
and you have your own comfortable private cabin with hot and cold running water. The boat is carpeted 
and centrally heated, and the crew are there to make your cruise one to remember, with personal service 
all the way. There are plenty of opportunities to step ashore, to walk beside the boat until you wish 
to rejoin the other guests on board, or simply sit and watch the wildlife and scenery pass by from the 
spacious well deck at the front of the boat. sightseeing is achieved by stops at points of interest when you 
can wander off to see some unknown delight of a village or town, with the boat awaiting your return - 
maybe with freshly baked cakes and tea. Your fellow guests are no more than seven in number, and form a 
small friendly group of like-minded people.                  

The Waterways
Few people realise how beautiful and peaceful the 
landscapes of our canals and rivers can be today. 
The rivers were made navigable long before the 
canals were built, largely to enable trade when 
there was no other way of safely transporting goods 
over distance. The canals were constructed in the 
eighteenth century when land transport was still 
unreliable, and they were built largely to enable the 
industrial revolution to take place. raw materials 
and finished goods could then be moved in much 
larger quantities and in greater safety than before. in 
the nineteenth century, the introduction of railways 
started to reduce the usefulness of the waterways, 
and in the twentieth century this was further eroded 
by improvements in road transport. Gradually, the 
waterways reverted to nature, which is why today 
they are form such a beautiful backdrop to our 
cruises. 

Today, the waterways offer some of the finest haunts 
of flora and fauna, for they are seldom disturbed. We 
very often see various water birds and other wildlife 

that would be quite difficult to see otherwise, even 
when walking. Birds are far less disturbed by the 
boat than they would be by people on the towpath 
– for example, you will see the brilliant blue of 
kingfishers at close quarters if you are observant, and 
herons love to play games with us by moving just 
ahead of the boat.  

since our boat travels at a leisurely pace, you will be 
able to benefit from this peaceful environment and 
see the english countryside at its best.

of course, the waterways don’t just meander 
through the countryside: there are any number of 
interesting villages and towns along the way, many 
of which present their best sides to the canal or river. 
our expert knowledge will ensure that don’t miss 
any of the hidden highlights of these places.    

all the waterways have one thing in common - they 
offer you an unparalleled way of seeing england in 
comfort and at a totally relaxing pace.



For more information
contact James on 07966 248079

The RiveR Thames
The Thames has been used for transporting goods 
since roman times, but now is given over to 
leisure use and remains Britain’s best known and 
most elegant river. The Thames runs past many 
places whose names evoke the history of england- 
runnymede, Windsor, Hampton Court and 
Cliveden to name just a few. 

This grand river does not have just one character 
– over the length that our cruises cover, it changes 
radically in character several times. Where it first 
becomes navigable after rising in the Cotswolds, 
it has quite a narrow winding course amongst 
meadows as it makes its way downstream towards 
oxford. This stretch is rarely busy with boats, and 
life is taken at a very relaxed pace. Here is some of 
the most unspoilt countryside in england, with a 
real flavour of life as it must have been for hundreds 
of years.

as the river makes its way downstream, it gradually 
becomes wider and more populated, though never 
crowded. The character keeps changing all the 
way to london, with larger and larger waterside 
properties to marvel at, culminating with Hampton 
Court Palace.      

The river Thames is rightly known as the royal 
river, since some of its best known landmarks have 
royal connections - for example Windsor Castle, 
which can be seen from some of our cruises during 
the year. 

our cruises on the Thames are always relaxing, and 
we make plenty of stops along the way. However, 
opportunities for walking are generally limited to 
those times when the boat is moored up. 

The GRand Union Canal
although the canal system of this country came 
into being largely to support the industrial 
revolution, it is hard to think of it in these terms 
today. The Grand union Canal, which we cruise 
between london and Warwick, was a major trade 
route for the industry of the Midlands to reach 
the international port of london for almost two 
centuries. Today, this canal is used for leisure 
purposes and has taken on a much more peaceful 
air since the days of its industrial use. The canal is 
a haven for wildlife, and for those seeking peaceful 
leisure pursuits. 

on the canals, there are plenty of opportunities to 
get on and off the boat to walk the towpath. 

The Grand union traverses West london after 
leaving the haven of little Venice, and soon out of 
london’s suburbs, it presents a surprising amount of 
open, attractive countryside as it makes its way up 
river valleys to climb to the summit of the Chiltern 
Hills at Tring. still in open countryside, it then 
winds its way back down. The canal passes only 
occasional villages and skirts the towns as it climbs 
again and uses two tunnels on its way towards 
historic Warwick. 

our cruising range
We cruise on some of the most famous historic waterways of Britain. The company name gives a clue to 
our choice of cruising area, but the accompanying map shows that the range of areas that Tranquil rose 
can reach stretches from surrey in the south to Warwick in the north, and from Bristol in the West to 
Hertfordshire in the east. let us just paint a picture of the various different waterways we may cover during 
our cruising season: our separate Cruising schedule gives more detail of the specific cruises, which of course 
vary from year to year. We’ll take a moment to try to give you an idea of the special flavour of each waterway. 



The KenneT & avon Canal 
This very pretty canal was rescued from complete dereliction, and now once again forms a glorious 
route from east to west, connecting london with Bristol. nowadays it reveals some wonderful unspoilt 
countryside and passes through such architectural gems as Bath and Bradford on avon. The section which 
runs parallel to the valley of the river avon is particularly pleasant. Highlights of this very rural canal are 
the huge flight of locks below Devizes and the meandering course through the Valley of the White Horse. 
several interesting villages and small towns are interspersed through the countryside, and after newbury it 
runs in the course of the river Kennet to reading. on most sections, there are good walks to be had, and 
locks to help with if you wish.     

The RiveR Wey naviGaTion
The river Wey navigation has sections that have 
been engineered, but it retains all the character and 
charm of a river. it is also a haven of tranquillity, 
despite its relative nearness to london. The 
navigation is managed by the national Trust as 
a national treasure, and is one of our favourite 
waterways. The Wey has a character all of its own, 
and is really a gem of a waterway, with very few 
signs of habitation along its length, which comes as 
a surprise in suburban surrey. although this river 
connects the towns of Godalming, Guildford and 
Weybridge, it runs through beautiful countryside 
with few boats to be seen.

london’s WaTeRWays
The various waterways around london are quite 
special, and parts of them feature in many of our 
cruises. The Grand union Canal approaches 
london from the west quite secretively, eventually 
making its way to little Venice. Through the heart 
of london, the regents canal travels via regents 
Park and london Zoo, past bustling Camden 
toward the east end and limehouse Basin. out to 
the east of london, the river lee makes its way past 
london’s reservoirs to some gorgeous country areas 
of Hertfordshire and the lovely river stort. 



For more information
contact James on 07966 248079

about us
We are James and sheelagh, the proud owners of Tranquil rose.

now that our children have spread their wings, we have been 
able to change careers to operate Tranquil rose. We split our 
responsibilities with sheelagh running the admin and office side, 
whilst James skippers Tranquil rose around the southern inland 
Waterways.

We have certainly enjoyed our time with Tranquil rose, meeting 
regular clientele as well as welcoming new guests on board. Most of 
all we have enjoyed making new friends amongst our guests and the 
many people we find on the cut. along with our crew, we aim to 
delight you and provide you with a truly memorable holiday.

The holiday
We really can show you the wonders of the english 
countryside as we journey through its history.

Tranquil rose offers you a choice of relaxing cruises, 
whether on rivers or canals. We will cruise each day, 
usually with stops for lunch and at places of special 
interest. each night we find a mooring spot in time 
for you to take a stroll before dinner. all through 
the day - from breakfast, home-baked biscuits and 
coffee, light lunch,  home baked cakes and tea to 
the informal dinner, you can be sure you will be 
well catered for. all food is freshly prepared on 
board with creative and imaginative menus. if you 
have any special dietary needs, we’ll be pleased to 
accommodate them if you let us know at the time 
of booking.

Whether you are travelling alone or with a small 
group, you will soon make firm friends with your 
fellow travellers and enjoy the peace and tranquillity 
of being on board.

There is always plenty to do on our cruises. The 
canal cruises are more suited if you wish to walk the 
towpath or maybe help with the locks, whereas the 
river cruises tend to offer more in the way of historic 
places to visit. Both allow you to relax as much as 
you wish and to see the countryside at its best. 

You could sketch or photograph, study the wildlife 
and the architecture, or just sit and relax as the 
countryside unfolds before your eyes. With 

our knowledge of the waterways, and the maps 
and books available to you in Tranquil rose’s 
informative library, we will ensure that you enjoy 
your cruise to the full and point out items that may 
be of interest.  

all our cruises start and finish close to a railway 
or coach station, enabling guests to join us easily. 
our moorings will be at most a short taxi journey 
from public transport. Joining instructions, which 
clearly show the location of the boat, will be sent 
to you in advance of your journey. This year we are 
offering more choice and variety of cruises than we 
have before. We are here to help, and if you require 
any further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 

There’s probably no such thing as a typical day 
on board Tranquil rose, as our activity will vary 
depending upon where we are. However, to give you 



some flavour of what to expect, we’ll run through 
some of the elements of our days. The day starts 
with early morning tea in your cabin (if you have 
requested it), as preparation for the day ahead 
You are then free to rise at your leisure in time for 
breakfast in the dining room (or maybe an early 
morning walk along the towpath if you’re an early 
riser). Breakfast is served with your choice of a full 
cooked meal or something lighter. The skipper will 
then outline the day ahead, as to where we are going 
and anything special there may be for you to look 
out for along the way. We shall set off some time 
after 9am to begin our cruising for the day. as we 
cruise, morning coffee with biscuits will be served 
in the open air well deck. We often tie the boat 
up at a suitable spot for the lunch break, maybe at 
an attraction, or possibly in the open countryside. 

lunch is generally a light meal, before we set off 
again for the afternoon’s cruising. afternoon tea, 
typically home-made cake with tea or coffee, will 
often be served on the move, or we may have found 
a pleasant mooring for the night. There will be 
plenty of time for you to go for a stroll, enjoy a 
pre –dinner drink from the bar, or just relax before 
dinner is served round our large dining table. 
Dinner is a relaxed three course meal, for which 
there is no need to dress up, unless you wish to do 
so. You are then free to socialise with fellow guests 
for the evening, maybe play some games or there 
may be a local hostelry to visit. You can be sure 
that when you retire to your cabin, you’ll drift off 
to sleep to the gentle lap of water against the boat, 
reflecting on the day’s adventures.             

our floating hotel
Tranquil rose carries a maximum of eight guests 
on each cruise, and offers full board, private 
accommodation for guests in single, premium 
single, double and twin accommodation. as on 
any canal boat, the cabins are compact, but all have 
hand basins with hot and cold water, and storage 
draws and wardrobes or hanging space. in addition 
the premium single, double and twin cabins have 
en-suite toilets. Towels and soap are of course 
provided. There is also a spacious shower as well 
as a large lounge with a licensed bar and library of 
books and games.

The lounge is the centre of the day’s activities 
and converts to a dining room at meal times. The 
lounge leads to the large covered open air well deck 
at the front of the boat, where you can sit in the 
fresh air and watch the countryside slip by.

if you have a particular cruise in mind, please 
contact us early to avoid disappointment. as well as 
catering for individual guests, the boat is available 
for whole boat charters of up to eight guests. Why 
not join us this year and see why so many of our 
guests return year after year, as we strive constantly 
to enhance Tranquil rose’s already renowned 
service.  

a quick telephone call is all that is necessary to 
reserve your cabin aboard the Tranquil rose. 

if you’re having difficulty deciding which cruise 
would suit you best, please call us on 07966 
248079, and we’ll be happy to assist you in making 
your choice.

Crew
cabin



For more information
contact James on 07966 248079

What sort of people travel on Tranquil Rose?
We have a wide range of guests on each cruise 
- couples, friends travelling together or those 
travelling on their own, and with a range of ages. 
You will quickly make new friends on board. The 
holiday can be as active as you wish, but the cruises 
are equally suitable for those who wish to just relax 
and watch the world float past.  

Which cruise would suit me best?
all the cruises offer wonderful opportunities to 
see the countryside. if you wish to be active - for 
example, walking the towpath or assisting with 
some of the locks, then one of the canal cruises 
might suit you best.  

What can I do on this holiday?
You can do as much or as little as you wish. as well 
as taking in the countryside, eating sumptuously, 
and enjoying the opportunity to really relax from 
the pressures of the everyday world, you can walk 
the towpath or explore quaint villages and shops. 
You can visit some famous sights in comparative 
ease, or paint, sketch, photograph, watch the 
plentiful wildlife, enjoy a good read from our 
extensive library, play games with fellow guests, or 
just sit back and watch the world float by.

Can I travel alone?
Yes, this is an ideal holiday for those travelling 
alone - you can have your own singe cabin, be in a 
safe friendly environment, and can quickly make 
new friends. Travelling to and from the boat is 
easily arranged by public transport or by car, and 
you will be sure to receive personal service and 
attention at all times. 

How much should I pack?
There is no need to pack an extensive wardrobe - 
the atmosphere on the boat is quite informal and 
guests do not need to dress for dinner. some stout 
footwear is advisable, and waterproofs if you plan 
to walk the towpath.  

The cabins are compact, so one small case should 
be sufficient.

Can you accommodate my diet?
if you inform us at the time of booking, we will be 
pleased to help with your dietary needs.

How will I get to the boat?
all our cruises are designed to be easily accessible. 
Most start and finish near to railway or coach 
stations, and are a short walk or taxi ride from the 
public transport. We will send you detailed joining 
instructions well in advance of your holiday to 
inform you just where the boat will be located at 
the start (and end) of your cruise.  

How big are the cabins and will I have 
difficulty moving about the boat?
Tranquil rose is a wide beam narrow boat, and 
as with all canal craft, the cabins are compact, as 
are the ensuite and communal toilets. There are 
six steps down into the boat and from there on all 
the accommodation is on the same level, with the 
exception of one step up to the well deck. if you 
have any concerns with the available space, or with 
access on and off the boat, please ring to discuss 
these with us.

Questions 
Here are some questions which guests commonly ask us. 



For further information about
hotel boat holidays on board Tranquil rose,
to enquire about availability or to make a booking,
please contact us:
 
Thames & Chilterns Holiday Cruises ltd
17 Buckingham road
south Holmwood
surrey rH5 4lB
tel: 07966 248079
email: james@tranquilrose.co.uk
www.tranquilrose.co.uk”


